
Major Thoroughfare Plan Update 

1. Current Plan per R2004-07 
2. Major Thoroughfare Plan Description (per 1998 Comp Plan updated with R2001-31) 
3. Previous Major Thoroughfare Plan R2001-31 
4. Dan Rucker’s Proposed Development Plans 
5. Dan Rucker’s Presentation to City Council on January 8, 2018:  

https://youtu.be/SCFiSHR4J_I?t=4398 
 

https://youtu.be/SCFiSHR4J_I?t=4398


Overview & Perspectives

Friendswood Panhandle Region



Land Use &
Ownership – Webster Unit

±4,420 Acres

City Limits



Land Use &
Ownership - Panhandle
▪ When Timber Creek Golf 

Club was built, the oilfield 
was thought to be at the 
end of it’s life and there 
were over 50 undivided 
interest owners in this 
picture.

▪ Now with improved 
technological advances, 
this oilfield is planned for 
ongoing production over 
the next 20+ years



Land Use &
Ownership – Panhandle Well Locations



Northern Panhandle Utility 
Access – South of Turkey Creek

▪ 12” Water Line
▪ 12” Sanitary Sewer



Northern Panhandle – Existing & 
Proposed Drainage South of Turkey Creek

▪ Proposed  Ditch System



Hotel Feasibility 
Study

Friendswood Hotel Feasibility Study
April 2017



Hotel Feasibility 
Study

Friendswood Hotel Feasibility Study
April 2017

…“however, in the market 
analysis of Friendswood, the 
UH project team was not able 
to identify sufficient evidence 
to justify the development of 
proposed hotel and 
conference center—since it 
accompanies risk that is ‘too 
high’ with the high total 
development costs—in 
Friendswood, TX at this point 
of time.“





Historical Changes to the 
Major Thoroughfare Plan

1998                    2001                     2004
The Forest Sec 1-3                 The Forest Sec 12 & TCGC                           



Area Transportation 
Planning
▪ After their abandonment of 

Blackhawk Blvd, Harris County 
Precinct No. 1 Road and Bridge 
Department had not been 
contacted or included in the 
planning for any extension of 
Blackhawk, including where it 
would connect to Beamer Road

▪ Now Harris County is in the final 
planning of the improvements for 
the next phase of Beamer Road at 
FM 2351 (see schematic)

▪ Harris County has no plans to 
incorporate Future Blackhawk Blvd 
into any Beamer Road project(s)



Proposed Abandonment
Extension of Blackhawk Blvd.

• Amended (April 2004) abruptly without any 
feasibility study

• Inhibits Current & Planned Land Uses
• Drainage, Utilities & Access Already Exist
• No City or County Funds Available
• Owners’ Petition for Abandonment



Owners’ Petition for Abandonment



PROPOSED NORTHERN ALIGNMENT
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RESOLUTION NO. R2001-31

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

FRIENDSWOOD,  TEXAS,  PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF THE

MAJOR THOROUGHFARE PLAN,  AS RECONIMENDED BY THE

PLANI TING AND ZO1vING CONIMISSION, AS A COMPONENT OF THE

CITY' S PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN;   AND REPEALING

RESOLUTION NO. R98-23, PASSED AND APPROVED THE 20TH DAY

OF JULY 1998,  AND ALL OTHER RESOLUTIONS OR PARTS OF

RESOLUTION5 INCONSISTENT OR IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.

x   

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD,

TEXAS:

Section 1.      The Major Thoroughfare Plan,  as recommended by the Planning and

Zoning Commission in June 2001, which shall comprise and become a component of the City

of Friendswood' s Comprehensive Plan, is hereby adopted.   A true and correct copy of said

Major Thoroughfare Plan is attached hereto as E7chibit " A" and for all things made a part

hereof.

Section 2.      Resolution No. R98- 23, passed and approved the 20th day of July 1998,

and all other resolutions or parts of resolutions inconsistent or in conflict herewith are, to the

extent of such inconsistency or conflict, hereby repealed.

PASSED, APPROVED, and RESOLVED this 2na day of Julv 2001.

CITY O FRIEND WOOD, TEXAS

Harold L. Whitaker

Mayor

AT ST

o

Deloris McKenzie, T C

City Secretary

FWD/ RES/ THOROUGHFARE PLAN. RES/ 6/ 28/ Ol



EXHIBIT A

THOROUGHFARE PLAN

PURPOSES The Master Thoroughfare Plan serves as a guide for the designation of those

streets within the street system which are to serve as the primary arteries for

vehicular traffic. The system of major thoroughfares also has others uses or

relationships in the urban area; among these are:

Develops the structure or framework around which the

community is developed. In land use planning, the system is

commonly referred to as the structural framework on which is

woven the land use pattern.

The system provides the traffic linkages between the major

areas in the community and the linkages between the

community and adj acent areas.

Because the system is designed to carry high volumes of

vehicular traffic, it is subject to attracting, along the corridors or

at intersections between thoroughfares,  business activities

related to serving local and adjacent needs.

The system generally identifies homogeneous areas of land use

which are often referred to as neighborhood areas.

Because of the importance of the above factors,  and other which can be

developed to address the system' s relationship to the community,  it is

imperative that the community plan and provide for a sound and reliable

thoroughfare system.

ADOPTED PLAN The relationship and importance of the three highways-Edgewood Drive (F.M.

2351), Friendswood Drive ( F.M. 518) and Parkwood Avenue ( F.M.528)— has

been discussed in the Baseline Analysis. Early on, these highways provided a

framewark around which the City' s initial urban development occurred. The



spacing between theses facilities has allowed logical and homogeneous areas of

land use to develop within the framework.

The City of Friendswood adopted a Thoroughfare Plan in 1990. This Plan was

built around the above highway system with each of the facilities functioning

as a major street in the thoroughfare system.

PLAN ELEMENTS There are two primary elements in the Thoroughfare Plan: The major and the

minor thoroughfare. The function of the thoroughfare is to move large volumes

of traffic while the minor functions as a collector of traffic from local streets

and moves it along a continuous route to the major thoroughfare .

In Friendswood,  the more extensive collector street system is south of

Friendswood Drive between Edgewood Drive and Parkwood Avenue. These

streets are designed to have the right-of-way and pavement width than a local

street but less than the major. The design of a good residential area provides for

the collector street system.

Often, there are several types of cross sections for right-of-way and pavement

width in a Thoroughfare Plan which designates the thoroughfares. Each section

reflects the thoroughfare' s importance in the overall system.  Usually,  the

thoroughfare' s ability to handle traffic is indicated by the number of traffic

lanes. The cross sectional standards used for the thoroughfares improved in

the City: Friendwoods Drive, Edgewood Drive and Parkwood Avenue have

been set by the State Department of Transportation. Blackhawk as already built

as a thoroughfare when it was annexed into the City.

THOROUGHFARE The adopted Thoroughfare Plan, with modifications, is shown by Figures 7 and

Figure 7a. Major and collector streets are determined by their line width shown

on the plan.  Alignments which are existing and open for use are shown as a

solid line while future facilities are shown by a dashed line.   In developing



areas, the general location of the major or secondary is to be guided by this

Plan with the final location being set by the development' s street pattern.

The following are features shown on Figure 7:

Thoroughfare Designation-The geographical area shown on the

Plan extends beyond the corporate limits. Currently, the adopted

plan graphics do not cross these boundaries. It is important for the

City to establish on-going coordination with adjacent communities

to develop continuity of the facilities between the local systems.

Thoroughfare Routes- There are four routes to be determined as

vacant land is place into urban use: ( 1) extension of Blackhawk

north of F.M. 2351, ( 2) extension of West Bay Area Boulevard with

alignment to be coordinated with League City,   ( 3) Britany Bay

Boulevard from the east to the west city limits with coordination

with Pearland for linkage to their Pearland Parkway,  similar

coordination with League City through the West property, and  ( 4)

establish the routing of the thoroughfare extending south of F.M.

518 crossing Britany Bay and linking to a route proposed by

League City.

All League City thoroughfare proposals which are dashed are

shown in their Transportation Plan.  Although at this time, probably

not critical to League City' s development of the vacant land

adjacer:t to Friendswood, it is critical that Friendswood begin to

establish alignments and be certain there is coordination,  and

communications are prevalent between the two cities in this manner.



A future major highway facility shown on the adopted

Thoroughfare Plan is the Grand Parkway in the southern section of

the City.  The ultimate construction of this type of highway would

be significant to the growth and development of either side of F.M.

528

The following are features shown on Figure 7a:

Amendment of Greenbriar Extension- The City of Friendswood Planning

and Zoning Commission has voted to amend the portion of the

thoroughfare plan that calls for the extension of Greenbriar to F.M. 528.

The purposed extension would have required an additional traffic at

Greenbriar and F.M. 528. Thus resulting in two lighted intersections within

a 1/ 4 mile of each ather.  This would have resulted in more traffic congestion

and more importantly create additional safety concerns for the residents of

the Fox Meadows' s subdivision and those traveling that particular stretch of

F.M. 528.

Designation of Briarcreek as a Collector Street-The City of Friendswood

Planning and Zoning Commission has voted to amend the major

thoroughfare plan by designating Briarcreek as a collector street to replace

the extension of Greenbriar.  The designation of Briarcreek as a collector

street in the thoroughfare plan will follow a more natural alignment with

Falcon Ridge Boulevard.

THOROUGHFARE The City of Friendswood has three new major thoroughfare to be

STANDARDS developed in the future: ( 1) extension of Blackhawk north of Dixie Farm Road,

2) Britany Bay, and ( 3) north/ south thoroughfare in the vicinity of the Wesley

West Cattle Company Property.

Sections-  For each route,   since they all have regional

characteristics, the type of standard or thoroughfare section will



likely be determined by agencies other than just the City.

However, two features which need to be worked into each of the

section for local purposes is an adequate right-of-way width for

the parkway and median area. This width should be sufficient to

accommodate landscape planning for the purpose of aesthetics,

sound attenuation and problems associated with pollutants.

The Subdivision Ordinance 85- 19 provides for the following

right-of-ways to be established:

Major thoroughfare 120 feet

Collector 80 feet

Boulevard 80 feet

Minor 60 feet

To provide more flexibility for planning purposes, a range of right-of

way widths has been developed using the established widths from the

ordinance. These ranges are shown on Figures 7 and 7a.

Industrial and Commercial Streets- The separate street section

for streets in the commercial and industrial district is to

accommodate trucks and other commercial vehicles.   A

minimum right-of-way of eighty feet provides adequate space

for turning and maneuvering with the public right-of-way.



Bicycle Lanes and Trails- Space should be provided both on

the major and secondary or collector street for the bicyclist. The

street section for those streets indicated to function as links in

the trail system shown on Figure 16. should be considered when

thoroughfare right-of-way are under consideration during the

review of subdivision plats. The alternatives for location of a

trail within the right-of-way are shown on Figure 15.











 

City of Friendswood 

Memo  
To:   Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
From:   Becky Summers, Development Coordinator 

Date:     January 16, 2018 

Re:    Wilderness Estates   
   Final Plat  
 
 
Project Description: Preliminary plat approved by the Commission on January 
8, 2018. Reconfigure three lots into the same number of lots but different shapes 
and acreages.  
 
The plan has been reviewed by staff in the following departments: Planning, 
Public Works/Engineering, Fire Marshal, Parks, and Police Department. The 
proposed project appears to be in compliance with current City code with the 
following exception: 
 

1) Correct lot one information on the Lot Area Table.  
 
 
The plan is subject to review and approval by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Wilderness Estates Final Plat 

1. Compliance memo 
2. Final Plat 
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